We claim: 



1 . Method for measuring the receiver sensitivity of communication terminals pro- 
vided for operation in a digital communication net, wherein the fulfillment of a first 

5 criterion at a pre-determined data transmission rate and at a pre-determined reception 
level is tested characterized in that the testing is conducted at a higher data transmission 
rate than the pre-determined data transmission rate and at the pre-determined reception 
level wherein the fulfillment of a second criterion is tested and wherein the second crite- 
rion is determined from the first criterion. 
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2. Method according to claim 1, wherein the criterion is that a bit error rate or 
frame error rate is smaller than a pre-determined threshold value with a pre-determined 
safety. 

15 3. Method according to claim 2, wherein the second pre-determined threshold 
value is a function of the first pre-determined threshold value and the higher data trans- 
mission rate. 

4. Method according to claim 3, wherein in accordance with the pre-determined 
20 safety a number of frames is examined for the presence of an error wherein the meas- 
urement is ended when the frame error rate is smaller than the pre-determined threshold 
value with the pre-determined safety or when the necessary safety cannot be achieved in 
a pre-determined maximum measurement time. 

25 5. Method for measuring the bit error rates of communication terminals provided 
for operation in a digital communication net wherein at a pre-determined data transmis- 
sion rate and a pre-determined reception level a first bit error rate has to be obtained 
characterized in that the measurement is conducted at a higher data transmission rate 
than the pre-determined data transmission rate at the pre-determined reception level, 

30 wherein at the higher data transmission rate a second bit error rate is obtained, and 
wherein the first bit error rate is determined from the second bit error rate. 
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6. Method according to claim 5, wherein the communication terminals are mobile 
or cellular telephones, in particular according to the CDMA standard. 

7. Method according to claim 6, wherein the bit error rate is a frame error rate. 
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8. Method according to claim 7, wherein it is further checked whether the first bit 
error rate is smaller than a pre-determined threshold value with a pre-determined safety. 

9. Method according to claim 8, wherein for checking whether the first bit error 
10 rate is smaller than the pre-determined threshold value with a pre-determined safety the 

second bit error rate is compared to a pre-determined threshold value. 

10. Method according to claim 9, wherein the threshold value is a function of the 
data transmission rate. 

15 

1 1 . Method according to claim 10, wherein the second threshold value is determined 
from the first threshold value. 

12. Method according to claim 11, wherein in accordance with the pre-determined 
20 safety a number of frames is examined for the presence of an error wherein the meas- 
urement is ended when the frame error rate is smaller than the pre-determined threshold 
value with a pre-determined safety or when the necessary safety can not be achieved 
anymore within a pre-determined maximum measurement time. 

25 13. Testing device for measuring the receiver sensitivity of communication termi- 
nals provided for operation in a digital communication net, wherein the fulfillment of a 
first criterion at a pre-determined data transmission rate and at a pre-determined recep- 
tion level is tested characterized in that the testing is conducted at a higher data trans- 
mission rate than the pre-determined data transmission rate and at the pre-determined 

30 reception level wherein the fulfillment of a second criterion is tested and wherein the 
second criterion is determined from the first criterion. 



- 11 - 

14. Testing device for measuring the bit error rates of communication terminals pro- 
vided for operation in a digital communication net wherein at a pre-determined data 
transmission rate and a pre-determined reception level a first bit error rate has to be ob- 
tained characterized in that the measurement is conducted at a higher data transmission 

5 rate than the pre-determined data transmission rate at the pre-determined reception 
level, wherein at the higher data transmission rate a second bit error rate is obtained, and 
wherein the first bit error rate is determined from the second bit error rate. 

15. Testing apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the testing apparatus com- 
10 prises a control means for controlling the process of testing. 

16. Testing apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the testing apparatus com- 
prises a display means for displaying a measurement or test result. 



